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Boone County Circuit Clerk Was Exhibitor 20 Years and Says Modern

Transportation Does Not Lessen Fascination of

4}

Automobiles and other modern forms of trans-
portation have largely supplanted horses on the
street, but they have not dimmed the interest of
ardent horse lovers in horse shows where the best
of the various breeds are brought together, thinks
Joe T. Harris, circuit clerk of Boone County.

Mr. Harris was an exhibitor of horses for
twenty years and only abandoned it as a regular
activity a few years ago when he went into
public office. However, he still judges at horse
shows occasionally. He is the owner of Peter Pan,
tamous roadster horse, now retired from ex-
hibition.

In discussing the
Jarris said:

“It is neccssary, of course,
have a very definite ideal
s to what a pertect horse
m cach of the various
classes should be. First,

art of horse judging, Mr,

that every judge

a horse must have sucli
contormation as is re-
quired for the particular
cluss in which he is en-
tered or exhibited—con-
formation such as is re-
quired in doing best the
Oarticular job for which
the class may call. How-
«ver, he may have con-
tormaticn 100 per cent,
and lacking other neces-
cury points be kept from
being a  winner.  To-
gether with conformation
certain - other  qualities,
style, beauty, animation,
expression, and manner
are always seriously con-
~idered in arriving at a
decision, and the lack of
any one of them may
make him a second rater.
He must have what is
sometimes called “It,”
better termed “air® or
“presence.”

“In the classes of three or five-gaited saddle
horees, conformation, style, beauty, and action are
of supreme importance. The heavy harness class
is one which is often misunderstood by laymen.
These horses are not meant for heavy work, as
is often supposed. but on the contrary are beau-
tiful, majestic animals which attract immediate
attention by their high, bold step.”

Mr. Harris says that judging after all is largely
a matter of personal opinion. Every exhibitor is
in a measure a judge aimself and usually has a
pretty definitc idea of the rank his horsc is going
to take after they are all ined up.

“Perhaps hunters and jumpers come the near-
est {0 having fixed judging standards of any of
the classes,” he continued. “Somie years ago
Walter L. Parmer con-
ceived and put into cir-
culation a score card for
Jjudging  these  classes.
This card has been unan-
imously adopted and thus
the judging is more uni-
torm than for most other
ciasses of horses.”

Years ago it was cus-
tornary at smail fairs to
seleet juduzes in @ manner
sindior to that in which
jurers  were  selected —
choosing nmen of  good
standing in the compmun-
1y, but otien with very
Little knovledee ot how
to make awards,  Now,
bowever, il recozmzed
shows  nsist that  the
management have judeces
whno have had at least
some education on how
to mage intellineat
WaLrds,

Mr. Harris was also the
aalibitor of Prince Albert,
mae of Peter Pan.
Leone Couniv was the
ke ol a runber of the
1est lanous horses wine-
awards ecoacistently
tint have ever Bien shown
in American her-e shiows.
Ameng these were Rex
MeDonald, a  five-pated
horse;  Forest King, a
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Rex MeDonald, fameus Missouri sadidi-

five-gaited saddle horse; and Charles Reed, prob-
ably the most famous sirc of light harness horses
ever exhibited in the United States horse shows.
Peter Pan was the son of Charles Reed.

Some of the classes of horses most commonly
shown in all recognized horse shows are threc
and five-gaited saddle horses, roadsters, hackneys,
polo ponies, harness horses, mounts, hunters and
Jumpers.

Rex McDonald, shown on this page, is a famous
Missouri saddle horse. He was formerly owned
by the Rex McDonald Company at Columbia, and
brought $2750 when sold to B. R. Middleton and
W. F. Atkinson of Mexico. Mo, in 1910. His fame
has been so widespread that the names of
Columbia and Mexico, where he was ownced, are

County’s circuit clerk, driving
very familiar to horse lovers.

“Probably no other horse had such a victorious
career as Rex McDonald as saddle horse cham-
pion,” says onc author. "He was a horse of
beautiful conformation, of a blue black raven
color. He was endowed with that creeping sup-
pleness and grace which is sometimes found in
horses, and occasionally in human beings. In
canter he always maintained a perfect balance
with a retarded movement which suggested a
rocking chair or cradle.”

At one time his owner was offered $10.000 for
him, a price which he refuscd. The book, “Short
Stories About Famous Saddle Horscs,” gives the
following account of this transaction:

**He 1s not for sale at any price.”

“This is the answer that Ralph Orthweir of

Lostse 0w ned it

St RS ’ R
Peter Pan and Prince Albert

Fine Horses; Still Owns Peter Pan

St. Louis gave on the eve of July 4i), when R. E,
Hisey, of the firm of Hisey and Lec, of Mexico,
Mo., asked him what he would sell Rex McDonald
for.

“'Every horse has & price,' said Mr. Hisey.

“'Rex hasn’t, said Mr. Orthwein. °‘He is mine
for good and all, he is the king of saddle horses
and I intend to keep him for the term of his
natural life’

**He'is a grand horse, all right, and I want to
own him,” said Mr. Hisey, ‘I will give $10.,000 in
cold cash for him, and you can keep the halter.”

*“*You could not get him for twice $10.000,” rc-
plied Mr. Orthwein. 'Rex is not for sale, I bought
him because I had an ambition to own the great-
est saddle horse in the world, and I intend to

-y keep him. Besides, 1 re-

 gard him as having an

intrinsic value larger than

the amount you otfer for
!

“*What will voa
for Lim?" said the
trom Mexico.”

*“-He is not for sale ai
any price,’ said Mr. Orth-
wein. ‘Now, what'll you
take?* and that closed
the discourse as to the
sale of Rex McDonald.”

An understanding of
the desirable and undesir=
able qualities in horses
and a “knowledge of the
value of each helps in the
selection of the best ani-
mal in a short time.

Weaving in horses is
very undesirable, for in
the process of throwing
their heads from one side
to the other constantly,
they use up much energy
that may be needed for
osther purposes. The tem-
perament of a horse is
an index to his disposition and nerve force. For
instance, a nervous, excitable horse is hard to
control, while the phlegmatic horse, though gen-
tle, lacks ambition and endurance. Large, mild,
bright eyes indicate a desirable temperament.
Also width between the eyes and behind the ears,
and an alert, active, graceful carriage when in
motion.

A clean-cut throatlatch on a crested neck of
good length gives a horse style and beauty of
outline.

Perfection in the walking gait is characterized
by the feet being brought up quickly from the
ground, by their being carried in a straight line,
and by the cycle being completed quickly.

“Soundness, too, is of course of prime impor-
tance. No judge would award a premium to any

animal that possessed

some physical defect that
> would unfit him for that
.+ particular work for which

. he was intended,” Mr,
Harris said. “Judging is
a process of elimination,
! selecting those animals
that come necarer to the
ideal that the judge has
in mind, and for which
the premium is offered.
As the horses pass before
the judge for inspection
he will readily climinate
the undesirable for var-
ious reasons; he may be
too large or too small; he
may be unsound. or per-
haps his manners bad.
or any one of many dif-
ferent thungs. The judge
is sometimes criticizec by
the sudience oir his de=
cision, for of course in
his close inspection he
may  ditcover some  ini-
vortant dofect that the
awdience is in ignorance
cl.

“When horses appear in
e oavea for inspection
ey have heen carefully
vrepared for their exhibi-
ron by clever owners who
lave nothing undone to
cner up any weaknhess
«Continued on page 3.)
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